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roh 1, 1946

Dear Dr, Frys

I heave your letter of February fiftsenth and have resd the
copy of your letter to Dean DeVane, 1 think you heve done a goed jJob
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of exposition and evplenstion. Your letter 1s clear and easy to undere

stande

The major com:ent on the task that you had before you that

I think I would have made is that our colleges are failing pretty unie-

formly in the formulation of thelr jobs and their opportunities, mostly

because they are paying so little attention to the personalities, teme

peraments, and especially the motivetions of studentse The colleges
are wasting a tremendous amount of tire hapggling over the currioculum,
its so=called balance, its so-called emphasis, and its ideal compon-
ents, Such & pre-ccoupation is reasonable enouch, as it represents
intelligent attentlon to one half of the problem of education, dut it
is pathetically inadequate unless the other half gets & grazt desl
more attention then 1t has had in the pests Perhaps I can say this
in another way by telling you thnt Conant told me that the only walid
and really helpful critioism that hed come of the Harvard publication
entitled "Education For a Democratic Society,” or & "Free Society,”
or some such titlee~~you have seen the booke-ceme from psychoclopists
who pointed out that that careful trestise on educetion had the grave
defect of forgetting ell about the varlety of those who are to be
educated and especially their motives and motivationse I have read
my share of the current literature on educetion and will continue to
do so, but I elmost never read snything that mects my criticel feel-
Ing that the raeanl and pressing problems of education come to the sure
face in the office of the dean of students, or in the college doo-
tor's office, or, obviously, in the offloce of the colleme psychia-
trist, Curriculum structure and f{lavor al:iost never comes to the
surface in those places as the nejor issve, but psychological and
psychiatric considerations, and porhaps sometires soclological, are
there all the tire, I would like to make 1t very clear, furthere
more, thet I don't believe the problems asre linited to the students,
They ere just es cogent and as important and as picturesque when one
thinks of characters esnd metlvation ond behavior of the teacherse
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That is the major oomment I would make on your letter,

There are two or three minor ones, On the first page, you
say that the teaching of paychiatry and specialized training in that
field is not now principally within the province of the universities,
I would heve phrased that to irply that the universities were losing
an opportunity and that they had better look shearp, or it will be
gone completely,

On page two, you might have mentioned the fact that this
year Wallace Donham is giving a couree to Harvard undergradustes on
humen relationss Incidentally, I think that is enough of & compli-
ment to Yale, as it is & suggestion thet Yele may have retrograded
somewhet from ean earlier recomition of the importance of psychol-
ogy end psychietry in eduoation,

On page four, you gave me an interesting bit of informa.
tion in saying that more than one third of law suilts are divorce
oascs which, a8 you say, usually involve the disposition of childe
ren, and that lawyers are not better prepared to deal with human af-
fairs althourh it is pretty obvisus that divorce belongs in the
oategory of human affairs, I can give you an interosting evidence
of the legal vliew, although I think it 1s perhaps a bit unfalr to
the profession as a whole. The lMarriage Counsel Bureau in Phila-
delphia ran into e snag in thelr work beceuse either the Philadel-
phia or the Pernsylvaria Bar delivered itself of the solerm opinion
that since marriage 18 a contract, marriage counseling should be
done exclusively by lewyers, There 1as loglc grinding its relontless
way with all the sensibility and disorimination that we associate
with a sausage machine,

Best regards, and thanks for letting me ses your letter,

Singerely yuvurs,

AN BREC

Dre. Clements C. Fry
Depertment of Health
Yale Unlversity

Now Haven, Connectiout
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